Summary
Branched with the protein-protein interaction between BDK and BCKDC, resulting in inhibition of the BDK activity. This type of inhibitors involves the substrates of the BCKDC or compounds having a structure quite similar to the substrates. Another type has no effect on the interac tion between two proteins. These findings indicate that interaction between BDK and the BCKDC is important in regulation of the BDK activity. This supports our con cept (10, 11) reported previously that the binding of the BDK to the complex is one of the mechanisms responsi ble for regulation of the kinase activity. However, the results obtained in the present study also indicate a pos sibility that regulation of the kinase activity occurs without dissociation of two enzymes. Further studies are required to establish the mechanisms by which BDK inhibitors affect the protein-protein interaction between BDK and BCKDC. We are pursuing.
